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Feedback required
I would really appreciate some feedback from 70s competitors. 

In response to lower than average entries in many HSCC Championships,  
but not all, the Board is having intense discussions on how to proceed with 
the 2015 calendar.

Both spectators and 
racers benefit when 
we work together

Nigel’s notes
• Remember that all  
 papers, new VIFs  
 and MOTs need to  
 be made available  
 at signing on and  
 scrutineering. 

• Eligibility checks  
 may be undertaken  
 at Oulton Park, at  
 the very least all cars  
 will be weighed,  
 most likely after  
 qualifying on the  
 Saturday and again  
 after the race if  
 necessary.

•	See the list of safety  
 requirements on  
 page 6 of this  
 newsletter, issued  
 by the RACB for   
 Historic Cars racing  
 at Spa this year. 

August 2014 – No5

Better together?
I am ever hopeful we can arrange the 
paddocks so Championships can park 
up together, socially this would bring  
big benefits. 

As everyone may have noticed we have 
organised hospitality at some events, 
with the generous help of Jim Dean, but 
it hasn’t been fully supported, possibly 
because we are spread all over the 
paddock. 

When the championship flags were 
originally provided the hope was that  
it would improve the paddock 
presentation for spectators and make 
events more sociable for competitors.

If do you not agree, please let me know 
why or send me an email to the charles.
barter.email address above.

 I did raise this matter in the last Newsletter, however it is  
plain for all to see. 

I believe I know what we mustn’t do. We should not 
downgrade our events, in fact the opposite, we should 
wherever possible improve our offering and at the same time 
keep entry fees as competitive as possible. 

If any competitors have any thoughts on this issue please  
drop me an email: charles.barter@thewatercresscompany.com
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Snetterton 
07 June 2014 
Some heavy storms were forecast for 
the weekend but the only major storm 
fell on the Autosport 3 hr race, the 70s 
and most other races escaped.

Eight cars lined up for qualifying, one of 
which was the Vauxhall Firenza of David 
Hall running in the Invitation Class. Ollie 
took his customary pole followed by 
Peter Shaw’s TVR and Jim Dean.

In Race 1 Ollie made a tardy start, quickly 
finding himself in fourth but clawed his 
way back to the front with a last gasp 
move on the final lap to head Jim and 
Peter in that order. 

The rest of the field was rather spread 
out with David Hall up next followed by 
Mark Leverett, David Karaskas, Ken 
Rorrison and Sarah Hutchinson’s little 
Lancia Beta bringing up the rear. 

The Race 2 finishing order was a repeat 
of the first race but without Ollie’s 
fluffed start and it was the two Europas 
out front fairly quickly this time and 
that’s where they stayed.

Cadwell Park 
21 & 22 June 2014 
Moving this meeting to the end of June 
when leaves are on the trees around this 
beautiful circuit didn’t in fact encourage 
a bumper entry, just 16 took to the track 
for qualifying, 2 of which were in the 
Invitation Class. 

Julian Barter joined the front runners in 
Iain Daniels Lotus Elan finishing up 
fourth on the grid behind the two 
Europas of Ollie and Jim, and the TVR of 
Peter Shaw, and ahead of Charles 
having another outing in Julian’s TVR. 

From mid field the times were fairly 
close right down to David Tomkinson’s 
Spitfire at the back.

In both rounds the racing at the front 
was mouth watering with constant 
changes of position, however the 
finishing order was the same with Ollie 
coming out on top followed by Julian, 
Jim Dean and then Peter. 

Mark Bennett’s first outing with his V8 
MGB unfortunately finished in the barriers 
and a broken wishbone put Charles out 
on the last lap of the second race. 

David Karaskas was punching above his 
weight as usual in Race 1 but a mechanical 
failure prevented him taking part in 
Sundays race. 

There was some close racing throughout 
the field especially between Justin 
Wilson, Will Morton and Nigel Ashley, 
out again in his beautiful little Europa 
having waited a long time for a engine 
rebuild. 

Bob Trotter took two wins in Class D on 
his first outing of the year.   

David Karaskas  
hassles Mark Leverett’s 
Porsche 911 through 
the Hall Bends at 
Cadwell Park.
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Brands Superprix 
12 July 2014 
Just 16 cars went out for qualifying on  
a drying but damp in places track, 
especially under the trees; the surprise 
was an uncharacteristic mistake by Ollie 
Ford which saw him in the barriers on 
lap 2 with extensive damage to the 
front, the Europa looked very sad. 

Charles Barter returning with a new 
engine in the Datsun found himself on 
pole, he said he was meant to be 
“running it in”, followed by Jim Dean 
and Peter Shaw. 

A little further back was William Jenkins 
having another outing with us in the 
glorious BMW 3.0 CSL. It was pretty 
close in the middle of the field with five 
cars covered by a couple of seconds.

Jim out dragged the Datsun off the line 
which was then mugged by Peter when 
Charles left the door open into Surtees, 
and that is how it finished all be it in 
quite close company. 

Sarah Bennett-Baggs drove her 911 to a 
credible fifth and way ahead of the rest 
of the field. 

David Lane was out for the first time in  
a while with his Jenson Healey, which 
sounded really nice, and mixed it with 
the Alfas nearer the back.

above: Charles Barter 
chases Peter Shaw 
through the trees at 
Brands Hatch.

below: Mark Dudley 
having his first race  
of the season took a 
class win at Brands 
Hatch.

middle: Dave Erwin 
regrets leaving the  
car wash setting on  
boil when he took his 
Alfa through earlier  
in the day.
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Croft Nostalgia Weekend 
02 & 03 August 2014 
This Nostalgia weekend just gets better 
and better, those who do not make the 
trek north are missing a real treat. 

To quote Marcus Pye in his Auotosport 
column, I hope he doesn’t mind, “The	
challenges	it	packs	into	its	2.12	miles	are	
particularly	enjoyable	in	a	historic	car	–		
I	defy	anybody	not	to	like	the	awesome	
high-speed	Jim	Clark	Esses	...”. 

The circuit was celebrating 50 years 
since the first race meeting and on the 
same weekend; Grahame White even 
persuaded some of the original 
competitors to come along and present 
some of the awards. 

With low entries for both 70s and HRS  
it was decided to amalgamate the two 
races which would free up some time on 
a tight schedule, in the end we had 
virtually a full grid of 34 cars. 

This part of Yorkshire certainly seems  
to attract some interesting weather 
systems, but you can see them coming 
so no surprise when the paddock was 
awash on Friday afternoon.

Overnight rain meant that Saturdays 
qualifying was going to be damp but it 
didn’t really change the order at the 
front, Julian out in the TVR again was 3 
seconds quicker than the next five, four 
of which were 70s cars with just Andy 
Shepherd the only HRS interloper.

Ollie Ford returned with a rebuilt front end 
on his Europa, most of the work down  
to his father Ian whose efforts were 
rewarded by Ollie winning both rounds.

Jim Dean was second in the first race 
with Julian reversing the positions in the 
second race. 

Charles Barter was fourth some way 
back having been caught out on both 
re-starts. Peter Shaw had an suspension 
failure in the first race which curtailed 
his weekend and he left County Durham 
ruing the loss of points. 

Howard Bentham had a good run in 
Race 1 however suffered a boiling engine 
on the Sunday, due to the re-start delay, 
but Mark Leverett finished well up 
following the disappointment of a 
non-finish in Race 1. 

It was good to see Brian Jarvis, Justin 
Wilson, Mark Oldfield, Martin Dyson, 
and Simon Holmesmith all enjoying 
some competitive racing in the fifteen 
strong 70s field.

Croft 
grumbles
Both races were 
affected in some way 
with either a red  
flag and poor start 
procedures. 

Sundays race was 
stopped after Robert 
Gate’s E Type and the 
Lotus 7 of Simon 
Haughton, became 
unwitting victims of 
an incident created by 
Andy Shepherd who 
suffered a bit of a wild 
weekend. 

After the cars had 
been held on the grid 
for an unacceptably 
long time, an unusual 
quick re-start procedure 
left many drivers out 
of position.
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Justin Wilson and 
Mark Oldfield enjoyed 
a competitive outing. 
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Simon Mason, racing 
driver and coach, with 
more than 25 years of 
experience in the sport. 

One of the fortunate 
few to have made a 
living working in the 
sport and be trusted 
to race cars worth as 
much as a very nice 
house! 

Driving Tips by Simon Mason
In this Newsletter we introduce a new feature with advice on 
how you and your car working together can drive faster and 
safer in a predictable and deliberate manner. 
http://www.simonmason.com

#1 – Racecraft
In my experience good race craft is achieved by applying 
common sense and patient tenacity to the track and cars 
around us.  

If we put ourselves somewhere another car can’t see us in the 
braking or turn in area, REGARDLESS of how they let us get 
there, don’t be surprised if they turn into us!  

The fact is, the average competitor cannot read our minds or let’s 
face it, many are working very hard just to stay on the track for 
another corner!

With this in mind, passing has 3 key factors.

 1. Set up passes early by planning ahead. Look for where you  
 are stronger and try to work that to your advantage. A good  
 (non tow) pass will usually started at least 2 corners before  
 the decisive move.

2.  Put the car in front under pressure, follow them hard and  
 close to encourage them to lose concentration for a moment.  
 Make sure when they look in their mirrors all they see is you!

3. Work hard to come off the corners faster or as fast as the car  
 in front. If you only catch the car on the way into corners,  
 your overtaking ambitions will be considerably more reliant  
 on luck. Catch on the exits and you will be able to apply  
 pressure along the length of the following straight!

Put the car in front 
under pressure, follow 
them hard and close 
and apply pressure 
along the length of the 
following straight.
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Spa 6 Hours Weekend 
19, 20 & 21 September 2014 
The Royal Automobile Club of Belgium (RACB) issued a notice on  
2 January 2014 regarding ‘Safety equipment of historic cars competing  in 
Belgium’.

The RACB state that this is the minimum standard required to compete in 
Belgium, in order to avoid competitors being forced to buy new equipment 
on site or, at the worst being prevented from racing.

Drivers equipment
Racing suit: 
FIA Standard 8856-2000 
Embroidered	on	the	back	
of	the	collar  
FIA Technical list No.27

Shoes & gloves: 
FIA Standard 8856-2000  
FIA Technical list No.27

Underwear: 
FIA Standard 8856-2000 
FIA Technical list No.27

Helmet:
FIA 8860-2010  
label on the liner

FIA 8860-2004  
label outside rear

Snell SAH 2010  
label on the liner

Snell SA 2010  
label on the liner

Snell SA 2005  
label on the liner  
not valid after 31.12.18 

Snell SA 2000  
label on the liner 
not valid after 31.12.14

SFI 31.1A 

SFI 31.2A

Car equipment
Safety harness: 
FIA Homologated and less 
than 5 year old.   
FIA Technical list N.24

Racing seat:  
If original seats are 
changed it must be for 
seat system for which the 
FIA Homologation is valid. 
FIA Technical list No.12

FIA Standard 8855-1999 
valid 5 years

FIA Standard 8862-2009 
valid 10 years

Fire extinguisher: 
Fixed with a purpose-built 
cradle bolted to the car 
body and retaining metallic 
bands through this 
FIA Technical list No.16

The extinguisher bottle 
must be attached with 
metallic band tightened 
with screws.

All fire extinguishers must 
have been inspected 
within two years with the 
dated inspection sticker 
clearly visible.

Towing strap: 
Front and rear, indicated 
with a contrasting color 
arrow on the body.

Rain light:
Mounted less than 10 cm 
from the car center-line of 
the back of the car.  
The light must be either 
incandescent and of a 
power of at least 21 Watts, 
or of LED type.  
FIA Technical list No.19

Fuel tank: 
Must be filled with safety 
foam.

In case of a safety fuel tank 
(FT3 & FT3.5) is required 
or installed it must be 
within the validity of 
homologation. 
Appendix J Art. 253.14.

The ROPS: 
(Roll Over Protection 
Structure) must conform 
to appendix K.  
FIA Technical list No.23

It must be padded with 
FIA 8857-2001 type A 
approved foam where 
driver helmet could come 
in contact with the ROPS.

Optional
FHR System: 
The Frontal Head Restraint 
[FHR system] will 
probably be mandatory in 
the coming years.

Buying advice: 
Always check new 
equipment carefully at  
the time of purchase  
that it has the latest 
homologation.  
FIA ISO6940, FIA-1986

When buying a new 
safety harness be aware 
that some harness can 
only be used with the 
Frontal Head Restraint 
system.  
(FHR only)
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Historic Sports Car Club
Silverstone Circuit,  
Silverstone, 
Northamptonshire  
NN12 8TN

email: office@hscc.org.uk

tel: 01327 858 400

The views and opinions expressed 
in this Newsletter are solely those 
of the original authors and other 
contributors. These views and 
opinions do not necessarily 
represent those of the HSCC

70s Road Sports calendar 2014
 06 April Donington Park  20 minute race

 19-20 April Thruxton (Easter) 20 minute race

 17-18  May Silverstone International  20 minute race

 07-08  June Snetterton 2x 20 minute races

 21-22 June Cadwell Park 2x 20 minute races

 12-13  July Brands Hatch Super Prix 20 minute race

 2-3 August Croft Nostalgia 2x 20 minute races

 23-24 August Oulton Park Gold Cup 20 minute race

 19-21 Sept Spa  2x 30 minute races

 27-28  Sept Brands Hatch Indy 20 minute race

 18  Oct Silverstone Finals 20 minute race
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Spa 6 Hours Weekend 
19, 20 & 21 September 2014 
Still time to submit your entry for the 
HSCC closed wheel race, with 30 min 
qualifying and 2 x 30 min races at this 
extraordinary historic festival meeting.

Please support this meeting because 
unless the HSCC get good numbers they 
won’t be able to support this event in 
future.

To see what you are missing go to: 
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=uqRrGbwpVUg

Entry fees 
In general entries seem to be coming into 
the Office later, than in previous years and 
a couple of reasons come to mind. 

Understandably some competitors will 
wait to see if their car is in one piece 
before sending off the entry for the next 
meeting. 

Also following the announcement early 
this year that the fee would be taken on 
receipt of entries in the Office others will 
be watching “cash flow”  

However the entry fee isn’t taken early, if 
you check your statements you will see 
the fee is taken around closing date or 
later.

Please submit your entries as early as 
possible, it makes a big difference to the 
Office. This will help in the final preparation 
for our meetings, the hard working people 
in the Office already have enough to do in 
the weeks before an event. 

Watch a couple of laps 
from the front bumper 
of Julian Barter’s TVR 
at the 2007 Spa race.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uqRrGbwpVUg

